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The Commands of Our Lord

“Enter by the Narrow Gate”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Matt 7:13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by it.

Matt 7:14 For the gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few are those who find it.”
A common and dangerous teaching in the world today is that all paths lead to God.  I have heard “church people” say it as well as many people of little or no attendance at some religious services.  It is dangerous because there is only one way to heaven and that is the way of Jesus Christ and we Christians are condemned by the world for saying that truth.  All other ways lead to eternal damnation and duck when you say that out loud in the world!  In this passage Jesus is wrapping up his Sermon on the Mount in which He has outlined the requirements for someone to be a member of the Kingdom of God.  Jeremiah laid out the same contrast between life choices:
Jer 21:8 “You shall also say to this people, 'Thus says the Lord," Behold, I set before you the way of life and the way of death.”

We also have the same counsel from a psalm:

Psa 1:1 “How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!

Psa 1:2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.”

Some people have taught that the narrow road leads to the gate and thus one must walk the Christian life to obtain salvation.  But that teaching is not consistent with this verse which clearly states that the gate comes before the path nor is it consistent with other Scripture.  One of the basic principles of Scripture interpretation is that Scripture interprets Scripture.  So let’s look at another teaching by Jesus regarding the gate or door:

John 10:9 “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.”

And let’s look at another teaching that the world hates:

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.”

So it seems clear that the gate or door is Jesus Himself and the narrow road is the life of the Christian after salvation or when one is born again:

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

John 1:12 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

John 1:13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

It seems clear then that the gate to salvation is Jesus and the narrow path is the Christian walk after salvation.  However, most people will walk through the wide gate and down the wide path that leads to eternal destruction.  The only people who “find” the narrow gate are those who are led by God to be born again so that they can have eyes to see and ears to hear.  Religion is man seeking God by way of rules, regulations, philosophies, etc. but Christianity is God seeking man to redeem him through the work of Jesus Christ.  A person can be very religious and forever condemned.  The question to ask is “has God changed you?”  
Being born again is not just a Baptist concept!  Being born again is required for entrance through the narrow gate (Jesus) into the narrow path of sanctification toward the glory of glorification and a life with God forever.  Pray for your friends and relatives who may be on the broad road that God will turn them around to the narrow gate.
